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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). in no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of tlie invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
Indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject 
to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 14-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed Inventions 
of the claims 14-24 are directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 14 recited "A 
data structure or data base comprising: s first field..., a second field..., and a third 
field..." which is non-statutory for at least the reason that is not tangibly embodied in a 
storage medium and in manner so as to be executable by a computer/processor. 
Further, a collection of fields, per se, is not an actual data structure, instead being non- 
functional descriptive material. Thus the rejection under 101 as being an abstract idea, 
not being tangibly embodied, and not being in a manner so as to be executable. 

Other dependent claims, which are not specifically cited above are also rejected 
because of the deficiencies of their respective parent claims. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC S 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly 
owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of 
each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the 
examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e). (f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C, 103(a). 



5. Claims 1-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tinsley et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,965,592) in view of Lee et al (U.S. Patent No. 
6,879,594). 



6. As to claim 1 , Tinsley et al teach a method for processing a message for 
establishing a label-switched path, comprising: determining whether or not the message 
includes extended information; if the message does not include extended information, 
determining, using a first part of the message (IP header) and routing information; and if 
the message does include extended information, determining, using a second part of 
the message (MPLS header) and routing information (figures 6A-6B and 8-9; column 6 
line 56 to column 7 line 57; and column 10 line 16 to column 1 1 line 29). 

However, Tinsley et al do not explicitly teach that whether or nor to generate a 
further message to signal the label-switched path. 

Lee et al teach a method for processing a message for establishing a label- 
switched path, comprising: whether or nor to generate a further message to signal the 
label-switched path based on determining whether or not the message includes 
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extended information (see abstract; figures 1-3 and 9; column 4 line 65 to column 5 line 
13; column 5 line 54 to column 7 line 22; and column 9 line 17 to column 10 line 3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Lee et al stated above in the method 
of Tinsley et al for generating a further message to signal the label-switched path based 
on determining whether or not the message includes extended information because it 
would have provided a system/method for preventing the creation of looping label 
switched paths in a MPLS environment that is reliable and requires a low router 
overhead. 

7. As to claims 2-5, Lee et al teach that the message is a label-mapping message, 
the message includes a FEC-label association and a label distribution protocol label- 
mapping, and the routing Information was determined using an interior gateway protocol 
(figures 1-3; column 4 line 65 to column 5 line 13; and column 5 line 54 to column 7 line 
22). 

8. As to claims 6-10. Tinsley et al teach that the extended information includes 
resolution next hop information and the resolution next hop information includes a host 
address or prefix (figures 4-6; and column 5 line 57 to column 7 line 57); the method is 
performed by a first node in a network domain, and the host address or prefix is of a 
second node in the network domain (figures 1-3; column 2 line 50 to column 3 line 9; 
and column 4 line 52 to column 5 line 56); and the second node is an autonomous 
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system border router (figure 2; and column 3 lines 1-9). the first node runs an interior 
gateway protocol for generating routing infonmation in the first node, and the routing 
Information includes an entry for the second node (figures 3-4; and column 4 line 52 to 
column 6 line 28). 

9. As to claims 11-13, Tinsley et al teach that the first part of the message includes 
an address or prefix of a node, the node is an ingress node of the label-switched path; 
and the method is performed by a second node in a first network domain, and the 
ingress node is in a second network domain (figures 4-6; column 5 line 57 to column 6 
line 4; column 7 lines 6-57; and column 1 1 line 30 to column 12 line 19). 

10. As to claims 14-24. they are also rejected for the same reasons set forth to 
rejecting claims 1-13 above, since the claims 14-24 do not teach or define any new or 
additional limitations than above claims 1-13. Additionally, Tinsley et al disclose that a 
message comprising: a) a first field including a label; b) a second field including 
fonwarding equivalency class information; and c) a third field including label-switched 
path signaling resolution information (figures 4-6; and column 5 line 57 to column 7 line 
57). 

11. As to claims 25-37, they are also rejected for the same reasons set forth to 
rejecting claims 1-13 above, since claims 25-37 are merely an apparatus for the method 
of the operations defined in the method claims 1-13 and claims 25-37 contain similar 
limitations rejected in the claims 1-7. 
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